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stract, he has already prejudged the case. ' Some working assumptions 
as to the ultimate truth of things,' he remarks, ' we can as little do with- 
out as we can jump off our own shadows,' a remark which seems so evident 
that it is remarkable that it should be necessary to appeal to historical 
facts for its proof. 

Following Professor Adamson, the writer regards the ethical teaching 
of Kant as ' an integral portion of a philosophical whole.' The pure 
practical reason and the pure speculative reason are essentially the same 
faculty, ' which as self -determining supplies us with notions of freedom, 
as determined with notions of nature — the categories of the understand- 
ing.' This view of the Kantian doctrine is, of course, open to question. 
That it presents the doctrine in its more convincing form seems clear, 
but that Kant intended it to be so interpreted seems equally doubtful. 

Herbert Spencer is not an agnostic except with respect to the ultimate 
first cause. According to him, a scientific comprehension of the universe 
is possible, including a science of ethics, which has for its object to de- 
termine ' how ' and ' why ' certain lines of conduct are detrimental or 
bad, while others are beneficial or good. Moral evolution and physical 
evolution advance together according to the same underlying principle. 

J. S. Mill's proof of his doctrine of utilitarianism is based on his 
general philosophical position of empiricism. The rules and principles 
of morality are discovered by means of an empirical investigation of 
what man actually prefers, man being regarded not as a social unit, nor as 
influenced by race experience, but rather as the average of men in the 
aggregate. 

From his examination of the writings of the English moralists of the 
eighteenth century, who professed to have no views as to the ultimate 
nature of things, the writer of the article concludes that an ethics 
divorced from metaphysics is practically valueless. There is some truth, 
however, in the position taken by Sidgwick and Stephen, though it has 
been badly expressed. What they really mean to say is that our ' knowl- 
edge of reality is not complete enough to enable us to deductively demon- 
strate the multifarious details to which answers must be given and prac- 
tically acted upon in daily life.' That is to say, these writers lay em- 
phasis on what is, rather than what ought to be. It would have been an 
interesting confirmation of the writer's contention, had he included in 
his article an examination of the metaphysical implications of such 
writers as Sidgwick and Stephen. 



E. H. Cameron. 



Yale University. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

REVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE. January, 1904. XXIX., 1. he 
Cynisme, etude psychologique (pp. 1-28) : E. Tardieu. - Cynicism de- 
fined as unrestrained, calculating, self-confessed, self-applauding egotism 
is described in some of its impersonations, and theorists, among whom 
Schopenhauer, Renan and Nietzsche. Its metaphysics are based on the 
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immorality of nature and of life, that makes egotism an inexorable 
necessity. It is often the sign of the strong (Napoleon), but also the 
revenge of the vanquished, the characteristic of the wicked. It is an 
accompaniment of sensuality — of passion — and is besides the tendency of 
base natures. Cynicism, may be collective; it may be found with the 
masters, with the superior thinkers, the rich, the bodily sound and the 
well-doing. It may be found, on the other hand, with the weak (slaves, 
servants, workingmen, sick) ; in married life, between husband and wife, 
parents and children; even in the practice of religion toward God, 
during lifetime and even at the point of death, as in the case of feigned 
and insincere repentance. Caractere de I'Histoire (pp. 29-lf5) : Xenopol. 
-History concerns itself principally with the individual features of the 
facts, those that take place ' once only in the course of time ' although 
those facts may be collective in their bearing on human society. The 
' universal ' element is the object, not of the historical narrative, but of 
special sciences. Sociologists have tried to make out laws that would 
preside over historical evolution, but M. Xenopol trusts he has pre- 
cedently shown (in his 'principes f ondamentaux ') that none of those 
so-called laws is verified by facts. Although history may discover laws, 
its object is still the individual fact in its individual features; abstract 
laws will give the mode of manifestation of historical forces, not the 
concrete development. La Logique et I 'Experience (pp. ^6-69) •' F. Le 
Dantec. - As it is a natural tendency of the human mind to use reasoning 
to resolve problems, we may inquire what may be the value of Logic. 
For M. le Dantec, logic is but the 'resume of ancestral experiences.' 
Through it, therefore, we can know the facts only ' on the human scale ' 
and our logic could not apply to facts of another nature than those that 
gave rise to it; it has limitations, beyond which it would lead our mind 
to contradictory assertions. (This on the occasion of some recent 
mathematical theories.) Notes et Discussions (pp. 70-71): Dr. J. H. 
Leuba, of Bryn Mawr, complains that Vte. de Montmorand in a preceding 
article, analyzing his study on the Christian Mystics, passed by three 
orders of features which Dr. Leuba considered characteristic of the same, 
and develops only a fourth, the one which Dr. Leuba called ' erotomania,' 
thereby misrepresenting somewhat, perhaps unconsciously, his true opin- 
ion, while giving an inadequate idea of the Mystics themselves. Revue 
Critique (pp. 72-87) : Levy Briihl, La Morale et la Science des Moeurs, 
P. Fauconnet. - The scientific basis of the moral prescriptions is to be 
found in sociology, which will be able, when fully completed, to give us 
an ' Art of Moral Conduct.' Analyses et Comptes Rendus (pp. 88-106) : 
Fried. Selle, Die Philosophic der Weltmacht : J. Segond. E. Tardieu, 
L'Ennui, etude psychologique ; H. Daudin. E. Gley, £tudes de Psy- 
chologie physiologique et pathologique : Alfred Binet. H. B. Thomp- 
son, The Mental Traits of Sex: B. Bourdon. L. W. Stern, Beitrdge zur 
Psychologie der Aussage: B. B. Annales de Sociologie: Gaston Richard. 
Fried. Hebbel, Der Pantragismus als System der Weltanschauung unci. 
Aesthetih, Charles Lalo. Revue des periodiques etrangers : - M ind 
(Jan.-Oct., 1908). Notice Necrologique : H. Spencer. 
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REVUE PHILOSOPHIQUE. February, 1904. Pp. 113-224. 
L'Evolution comrne Principle Philosophique du Devenir (pp. 118-185) : 
W. M. Koylowski. - Besides the conservation of energy there is a second 
great law, that of transformation; changes are in one direction, toward 
a definite end. The universe as a whole undergoes an irreversible process. 
The end is mechanically not teleologically determined. Saint-Simon, 
Pere de Positivisme (pp. 136-157, a suivre) : - G. Dumas. Saint-Simon 
first outlined the positivistic system, and Oomte, notwithstanding his 
frequent denials, owed that system to Saint-Simon. L'Hypothese du 
Betour Eternal devant la Science Moderne (pp. 158-167) : G. Batault. - 
Blanque, LeBon, Nietzsche believed that the universe will return to its 
original state. This is consistent with modern science. Since there are 
a finite number of atoms, in an infinite time the same permutations and 
combinations are bound to be repeated. Experiences sur I'Activite In- 
tellectuelle (pp. 168-192) : P. Lapie. - The author, by reading aloud sen- 
tences to his pupils and ascertaining their first subsequent reflections, 
is enabled to conclude that thought is most active normally in the direc- 
tion of the least knowledge. This activity is not governed by association 
or emotional interest, but by purely intellectual motives. Analyses et 
Comptes Bendus. Psychologic: L. Dugas, L 'Imagination. P. Paulham. 
F. W. H. Myers, Human Personality and its Survival after Bodily Death, 
S. Jankelevitsch. Moral: F. Bacch, L'Experience Morale, F. Paulham. 
P. Schwartzkopf, Das Leben als Einzelleben und Gesammtleben, J. Segond. 
Histoire de la Philosophie: L. Conturat, Opuscules et Fragments inedits 
de Leibniz, A. Penjon. Kant's Gesammelte Schriften, J. Segond. Bevue 
des Periodiques Etranff&rs. 

REVUE DE PHILOSOPHIE. February, 1904. Pp. 137-260. Le 
Probleme Morale (pp. 187-151): G. Fonsegrive. - The source of moral 
obligation must be concrete and yet universally binding: the concept of 
God alone satisfies these requirements. Though in the order of knowing 
God is second to morality, yet in the order of being He is first. De la 
Nature de I'Emotion (pp. 152-167): P. Hermant. -An emotion is a 
system of images, most of which are in the ' fringe of consciousness.' 
Emotions differ according as these images differ. Accordingly, every 
mental state has an emotion of some sort. Description follows of atten- 
tion, admiration, ecstasy, surprise, anger, etc. Les Signes Physiques de 
VIntelligence (second et dernier article, pp. 168-195) : N. Vaschide and 
M. Pelletier. - In general measurements show that intelligence varies 
directly with volume of brain. This is, however, too liable to exception to 
be of practical use. It can be made more exact if we allow for the other 
correlative of brain-volume, i. e., its ratio to bodily development. Mak- 
ing this allowance, we find the above law holding with considerable 
exactness. Pensee et Cerveau (pp. 196-200) : Dr. Surbled. - Dr. Surbled 
objects to the position of Dr. J. Grasset which would seem to make the 
mind wholly localized in the space of our brain. Beponse (pp. 201-206) : 
J. Grasset. -The functions of the mind may be so localized, while the 
mind itself may be independent of spatial position or material conditions, 
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even immortal. Analyses at Comptes Bendus: A. Dufourcq, LAvenir du 
Christianisme, P. Duhem. L'Abbe Guibert, Le Mouvement Chretienne, 
C. Besse. P. Qupuy, Methodes et Concepts, M. Cance. H. Spencer, 
Taits et Commentaires, traduit par A. Dietrich, V. Bietrix. J. Grasset, 
Le Spiritisme devant la Science, E. Baron. C. Alibert, La Psychologie 
Thomiste et les Theories Modernes, E. . A. G. Frainnet, Essai sur la 
Philosophie de Pierre-Simon Ballanche, V. Bietrix. Ch. Huit, La Vie et 
les Peuvres de Ballanche, V. Bietrix. Oh. Waddington, La Philosophie 
Ancienne et la Britique Historique, V. Bietrix. G. Frainnet, Vade- 
Mecum de I'Eleve de Philosophie, V. Bietrix. E. Worms, Precis de Phi- 
losophie, G. S. T. Le Boux, Elements de Philosophie, G. S. Periodiques 
Anglais. Bulletin de l'Enseignement Philosophique. L'Enseignement 
de la Philosophie. 

PFLTTGEK'S AECHIV FUE DIE GESAMMTE PHYSIOLOGIE, 
Jan.-Feb., 1904, Bd. CI. Beitrdge zur Physiologie des N ervensy stems 
der Schlangen (pp. 23-51) : A. J. Carlson. - Good-sized snakes are 
admirably adapted for studies on the spinal cord. The rate of trans- 
mission of a nervous impulse down the cord was variable, averaging 16 
meters per sec; while the rate in a peripheral nerve (hypoglossal) of 
the same animals was 10.5 m. per sec. The direct motor pathway lay in 
the dorsal portion of the lateral column of the side innervated. The 
brain severed from the cord sometimes retained apparently conscious func- 
tions (vision) for 2J hours. Zur Frage der Vnterscheidbarheit rechts- und 
linksdngiger Gesichtseindriiche (pp. 67-70) : Heine. - Discussion of the 
fact previously announced by the author that if one eye is kept from 
stimulation while the other is stimulated by a point of light, the subject 
can tell which is the stimulated eye. Zur Erinnerung an Alexander 
Bollett (pp. 103-158): O. Zoth. - Outline of Eollett's life and of his 
contributions to histology, to muscular contraction, fatigue and recovery, 
to binocular vision and color contrast, and to the study of other sensations. 
List of Eollett's works. Ueber die Localisation der Tonempfindungen 
(pp. 156-182): V. TTrbantschitsch. - When the sound of a tuning fork 
is conducted by a rubber tube to one ear, it is subjectively localized in 
some part of the ear or head. The localization is rather variable; it 
differs with pitch, loudness and duration; high tones are more often 
localized in the interior of the ear or head, and low tones toward the 
surface. When the tone is conducted simultaneously to both ears, it 
may be localized in both or in the center of the head; if one ear hears 
better than the other, the tone is localized in it or near it. When a tone 
is conducted first to a single ear and then to both, the localization 
shifts to the second ear before settling in the center of the head. By 
voluntary attention and practice, these localizations can be changed from 
the center of the head to either ear, from a small area to a larger one. 
A vibration that at first produces no sensation may on repetition cause 
first an unpleasant non-auditory sensation, and later still a consciousness 
of sound. The non-auditory sensations are localized in the same way as 
the sounds. Untersvchungen iiber den Erregungsvorgang im Sehorgan 
bei hurz- und bei langerdauernder Beizung (pp. 226-262) : C. Hess. - 
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The view often held that the secondary bright sensation seen after mo- 
mentary stimulation of the eye represents a secondary response of the rods 
only is disproved by experiments showing (1) that this response is given 
by the rod-free fovea; (2) that it appears both at the beginning and at 
the end of a stimulation lasting several seconds; (3) that it appears with 
strong as well as weak lights, and with eyes adapted to light as well as to 
dark. A variety of forms of the secondary response with colored lights 
are described and pictured. Die Scheinbare Vergrosserung von Sonne, 
Mond und Stirnbildern am Horizont (pp. 8^9-422) ; E. Mayr. - Classi- 
fication and criticism of all previous explanations of the apparently 
greater size of the sun and moon when near the horizon. The author's 
theory is that, without necessarily comparing the sun with distant earthly 
objects, we do see it, when low in the heavens, in the relations in which 
we see such objects, and are subject to the same illusion, viz., over- 
estimation of the size of its visual image. Actual comparison, thick- 
ness of atmosphere, etc., are contributory factors. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale has undertaken a public 
subscription for the erection of a monument to the memory of Charles 
Renouvier. A circular has been issued in connection with the March 
number of the review setting forth the plan as follows : " Charles 
Benouvier a laisse une oeuvre qui honore la pensee humaine. Sa vie a 
et6 un modele de desinteressement et de devouement aux plus nobles 
causes. Le philosophe, le citoyen, l'homme meritent une egale admira- 
tion. II a semble a quelques-uns de ses disciples auxquels se joignent 
des amis et des confreres qu'un monument tres simple devrait consacrer 
cette grande memoire. Ce monument serait eleve dans la ville natale de 
Renouvier, a Montpellier, et dans les batiments de l'Universite qui sera 



